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tical abuse appear in the parties, into which each
State divides itself, of opponents and defenders of
the administration of the government.  Parties
are also founded on instincts, and have better
guides to their own humble aims than the sagac-
ity of their leaders. They have nothing perverse
in their origin, but rudely mark some real and
lasting relation. We might as wisely reprove the
east wind or the frost, as a political party, whose
members, for the most part, could give no account
of their position, but stand for the defence of
those interests in which they find themselves. Our
quarrel with them begins when they quit this
deep natural ground at the bidding of some leader
and, obeying personal considerations, throw them-
selves into the maintenance and defence of points
nowise belonging to their system. A party is per-
petually corrupted by personality. Whilst we ab-
solve the association from dishonesty, we cannot
extend the same charity to their leaders. They
reap the rewards of the docility and zeal of the
masses which they direct. Ordinarily our parties
are parties of circumstance,  and not  of prin-
ciple ; as the planting interest in conflict with the
commercial; the party of capitalists and that of
operatives: parties which are identical in their
moral character, and which  can easily change
ground with each other in the support of many
of their measures. Parties of principle, as,  re-
ligious sects, or the party of free-trade, of uni-